Chapter 5 - Laws and Important Issues

THE DANGER OF OPEN DOORS TO BICYCLISTS

PA Driver’s Manual

Open vehicle doors pose a very serious threat to bicyclists. When opening a vehicle door, drivers and
passengers are suggested to do the following:
1. Check your rear-view mirror.

2. Check your side-view mirror.

3. Open the door with your far hand (the hand farther from the door)

This is called the "Dutch Reach" method because it originated in the
Netherlands. It forces your body to turn, which will better allow you to see
approaching bicyclists. It also prevents the vehicle door from being
opened too fast. This not only protects bicyclists, but can also prevent
your door from being damaged or torn off by an approaching motor
vehicle.
Bicyclists should ride at least three feet from parked cars to avoid doors,
both on streets with and without bike lanes. This will keep bicyclists
outside of the "door zone" and protect them from getting hit by opening
vehicle doors.

ANTI-TEXTING LAW

The law went into effect March 8, 2012, and violating the law is a primary, summary offense with convictions
carrying a $50 fine.

What the Law Does
• Defines an Interactive Wireless Communication Device (IWCD) as a wireless phone, personal digital assistant,
smart phone, portable or mobile computer or similar devices that can be used for texting, instant messaging,
emailing or browsing the Internet.

• Defines a text-based communication as a text message, instant message, email or other written communication
composed or received on an IWCD.
• Makes clear that this law supersedes and preempts any local ordinances restricting the use of interactive
wireless devices by drivers.
The law does not authorize the seizure of an IWCD. The texting ban does not include the use of a GPS device,
a system or device that is physically or electronically integrated into the vehicle, or a communications device that
is affixed to a mass transit vehicle, bus or school bus.

OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES WARNING OF HAZARDOUS
CONDITIONS LAW

This law, which went into effect on September 6, 2012, makes it illegal to drive around or through signs or traffic
control devices closing a road or highway due to hazardous conditions, like flooded roadways. A conviction for
violation of this law results in 2 points added to your driving record and a fine of up to $250. Additionally, if
emergency responders are called out because of your actions, the fine is increased to up to $500 and you will
be held liable for repaying the emergency response costs.
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